South African Tourist Destinations Guide

This comprehensive guide showcases the diverse tourist attractions across South Africa, with special focus on Gauteng
Province (Johannesburg and Pretoria) and extending to other remarkable provinces. From urban landmarks to natural
wonders, cultural sites to wildlife reserves, this document highlights South Africa's most compelling destinations for

visitors seeking authentic experiences throughout the country.
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Gauteng Province Highlights

Mall of Africa

Located in Midrand, this premier shopping destination offers world-class
retail experiences between Johannesburg and Pretoria.

Union Buildings

The official seat of the South African government in Pretoria, featuring
impressive colonial architecture and beautiful gardens.

Vilakazi Street

Famous street in Soweto that was home to two Nobel Peace Prize
winners: Nelson Mandela and Archbishop Desmond Tutu.

Hector Pieterson Memorial Mandela Square

Located in Soweto, this memorial commemorates the Situated in Sandton, Johannesburg, this public space
1976 student uprising against apartheid, named after one features a 6-meter statue of Nelson Mandela and is
of its first victims. surrounded by restaurants and shops.

The Cradle of Humankind in Maropeng (Northwest Province) is a UNESCO World Heritage site containing some of the
oldest hominid fossils ever found.
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Mpumalanga Province Attractions

Mpumalanga, meaning "place where the sun rises,"
offers some of South Africa's most spectacular natural
landscapes and wildlife experiences. The province
borders Mozambique and Eswatini, creating a diverse
cultural tapestry alongside its natural wonders.

Kruger National Park

Home to the iconic Big Five: lions, leopards,
elephants, buffalo, and rhinos. One of Africa's
largest game reserves spanning nearly 2 million
hectares.

Panorama Route

Features breathtaking vistas including God's
Window and the fascinating geological
formations of Bourke's Luck Potholes.

Cultural & Natural Experiences

Visit the Shangana cultural village, experience
close encounters at Elephants Whisper, and
explore the ancient Sudwala Caves dating back

240 million years.
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Northwest Province Destinations

The Northwest Province offers a blend of luxury entertainment, wildlife conservation, and significant archaeological
heritage. Though smaller than some other provinces, its attractions draw visitors seeking both relaxation and

educational experiences.
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Sun City Resort

A luxury resort and casino complex
featuring the Palace of the Lost City,
Valley of Waves water park, and
world-class golf courses designed by
Gary Player.
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Pilanesberg National Park

Set in an ancient volcanic crater, this
game reserve is home to the Big Five
and over 300 bird species in a
malaria-free environment.
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Taung Hominid Site

Part of the Cradle of Humankind, this
UNESCO World Heritage site is where
the famous Taung Child fossil was
discovered in 1924, changing our
understanding of human evolution.
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KwaZulu-Natal Highlights

Natural Wonders Urban Attractions

e iSimangaliso Wetland Park - Africa's largest estuarine e uShaka Marine World - One of the world's largest
system and UNESCO site aquariums

e uKhahlamba-Drakensberg Park - Dramatic mountain e Durban Botanic Gardens - Africa's oldest surviving
landscapes with ancient rock art botanical garden

e Hluhluwe-iMfolozi Park - Oldest proclaimed nature e Umhlanga Main Beach - Premier coastal destination
reserve in Africa with golden sands

KwaZulu-Natal also preserves important historical sites including the battlefields of the Anglo-Zulu wars, where visitors
can learn about pivotal conflicts that shaped the region's history. The vibrant Victoria Street Market in Durban offers an
authentic taste of the province's multicultural heritage with its spices, crafts, and textiles.
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Cape Town Attractions

Cape Town, South Africa's legislative capital, is consistently ranked among the world's most beautiful cities. Its dramatic

setting between mountains and ocean creates a stunning backdrop for its diverse attractions.

Table Mountain

Iconic flat-topped mountain
accessible by hiking trails or cable
car, offering panoramic views of
the city and coastline.

Boulders Beach

Home to a thriving colony of
African penguins, offering a unique
opportunity to observe these
endangered birds in their natural
habitat.

Robben Island

UNESCO World Heritage site where
Nelson Mandela was imprisoned
for 18 years, now a living museum
to the triumph of the human spirit.

Kirstenbosch Gardens

One of the world's greatest
botanical gardens, showcasing the
unique flora of the Cape Floral
Kingdom against the eastern
slopes of Table Mountain.

The Victoria & Alfred Waterfront combines shopping and dining with harbor views, while Cape Point marks the

southwestern tip of Africa where the Atlantic and Indian Oceans meet.
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Northern Cape Wonders

The Northern Cape is South Africa's largest province by
land area yet has the smallest population. This vast, arid
region offers unique natural attractions and remarkable
landscapes that contrast dramatically with the country's
more verdant areas.

Kgalagadi Transfrontier Park

A vast wildlife preserve spanning South Africa
and Botswana, known for its distinctive red
dunes, black-maned lions, and remarkable desert-
adapted wildlife.

Augrabies Falls National Park Additional Attractions
Features a spectacular 56-meter waterfall on the e Namaqua National Park - Transforms into a carpet of
Orange River surrounded by dramatic rock wildflowers each spring

formations and moonscape-like terrain. e The Big Hole in Kimberley - Once the largest hand-

dug excavation in the world, part of diamond mining
history
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Free State Attractions

The Free State province, located in the heart of South Africa, offers a mix of natural beauty and significant historical
sites. Its central location made it a crucial battleground during the Anglo-Boer War, and today it preserves this heritage

alongside stunning landscapes.

Golden Gate Highlands

Named for its spectacular sandstone formations that glow gold in the
setting sun. The park protects rare bearded vultures and offers hiking
trails through dramatic landscapes.

Vredefort Dome

The world's oldest and largest meteorite impact site, this UNESCO World
Heritage site dates back 2 billion years and offers unique geological
features.

Cultural Heritage

The Basotho Cultural Village showcases traditional lifestyles, while the
Anglo-Boer War Museum in Bloemfontein preserves the history of this
pivotal conflict.
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Limpopo Province National Parks

Limpopo, South Africa's northernmost province bordering
Zimbabwe, Botswana, and Mozambique, is renowned for
its wildlife conservation areas and diverse ecosystems. s
The province takes its name from the great Limpopo e %
River that flows along its border.

Kruger National Park

The northern section of this iconic park falls
within Limpopo, offering some of the most
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remote and pristine wildlife viewing areas

with fewer tourists than the southern
sections. The Waterberg Biosphere Reserve, recognized by
UNESCO, encompasses over 150,000 hectares of
Mapungubwe National Park savan.na, supporting diverse. wildlife while pr(?rT}oting
sustainable development with local communities.
A UNESCO World Heritage site preserving
[3 the remains of an ancient African kingdom
that predates Great Zimbabwe, with
archaeological evidence of one of Africa's

earliest complex societies.

Marakele National Park

Located in the heart of the Waterberg

& Mountains, this "place of sanctuary"” hosts
the world's largest colony of Cape vultures
alongside the Big Five.
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Limpopo's Natural and Cultural Treasures

Modjadji Cycad Reserve

Home to the largest concentration of a single cycad species in the
world, this reserve is named after the legendary Rain Queen of the
Balobedu people who were believed to have mystical rain-making
powers.

Makapansgat Valley

An important paleoanthropological site where fossils of
Australopithecus africanus have been found, dating back 3 million years.
The limestone caves contain evidence of early human ancestors and
prehistoric animals.

Baobab Trees

These iconic trees, some over 3,000 years old, are cultural landmarks in
Limpopo. The Sagole Baobab near Tshipise is considered the largest
baobab in South Africa with a trunk diameter of 10.5 meters.

These natural and cultural sites showcase Limpopo's rich biodiversity and deep historical significance, offering visitors

unique insights into South Africa's natural history and cultural heritage beyond the more famous wildlife viewing
opportunities.
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