ISSBD Developing Country Fellowships
The ISSBD Executive Committee has approved a continuation of the successful Developing Country Fellowships (DCFs) scheme.  The aim is to encourage sustainable development of activities congruent with the aims of ISSBD in developing countries, and assist the professional development of early career scholars in such countries.  Eligible members of ISSBD are invited to apply for these.
WHAT DOES A DCF PROVIDE?

Each DCF will provide 

· free conference attendance at ISSBD (including economy air fare and a subsistence allowance)
· a support grant of $1,500 per annum for the duration of the Fellowship, starting in the September immediately following the ISSBD conference
· support from a Mentor. 
WHY ATTENDANCE AT THE ISSBD CONFERENCE?

The selected Fellows will present detailed plans for their work, at the conference they are sponsored to attend.  This will be at a dedicated event, at which the 3 Fellows can meet each other, together with members of the Selection Committee, and ISSBD committee members (and open to others).  The presentation should include not only academic plans, but details of what professional support and local and/or national co-operation is available, and how the Fellowship funds can be used productively.  The session would allow constructive feedback of plans presented and initiate shared experience amongst the three Fellows.

WHAT ARE THE ELIGIBILITY CRITERIA FOR DCFs?

Fellows should be early career researchers (that is, normally within 10 years of their first or higher degree), and must be a member of ISSBD (at least once selected as a Fellow). They should have a post in a host country that is a developing country as defined by ISSBD membership criteria (so entitled to a reduced membership fee), and normally they should be a citizen of this host country.
WHO HOLDS THE EXISTING DCFs?
The 4 current Fellows, their project titles, and ISSBD mentors, are:

Joseph Lo-Oh, University of Buea, Cameroon.

Generation X in Cameroon: “No where to go … But everywhere to go …” in the Twenty somethings … A study of emerging adults in Cameroon

Mentor: Catherine Cooper

Maureen Mweru, Kenyatta University, Kenya.  
Bullying in Kenyan schools: Causes, impact and possible intervention strategies.

Mentor: Peter Smith

Guangheng Wang, Shanghai Changning District Institute of Education, China

The active ingredient of effective classroom for children from kindergarten to elementary school in urban area in China.

Mentor: Suman Verma

Guilherme Wendt, Universidade do Vale do Rio dos Sinos, Brazil

Do parental practices predict cyber bullying outcomes on adolescent behaviour? An analysis of mediator and moderator effects related to peer victimization in the internet.

Mentor: Peter Smith

Each Fellow was awarded free registration and a travel/subsistence allowance for the ISSBD conference in Edmonton, in July 2011; and gave a presentation in a Poster Workshop.  
WHAT WILL THE SELECTION PANEL LOOK FOR?

Besides the eligibility criteria, the panel will look at the project that the DCF will support.  While academic soundness is one important criterion, also very important are feasibility, and the likely practical benefits of the work.  The project should be a potentially sustainable one, with benefits for the holder, the institution and for sections of the country’s population, in line with the general aims of ISSBD.  
WHAT CAN THE SUPPORT FUNDS BE USED FOR?
The support grant should be used for research related purposes, such as buying equipment, test materials, books, or computing facilities, or for essential travel within the country.  While the funds available are limited, it is hoped that the DCF can ‘pump prime’ activities and possibly applications for further support elsewhere.

IS A DCF FOR A PERSON OR FOR AN INSTITUTION?

A bit of both.  A DCF is a Fellowship, and it is awarded to a particular person; but their project at a particular institution and in a particular context is part of the selection criteria.  The intention is to assist in the development of a sustainable and socially useful research project, in a specific area, probably involving other local or national organisations.  Thus it will not be possible to transfer a DCF to a different institution, if the holder moves, although it may be possible to transfer it to a new holder in the same institution, if they can demonstrate their eligibility and their capability of continuing a project that is underway.  Any non-consumable items should be considered the property of the project, not the individual, and should stay with the host institution or project unless otherwise agreed.

HOW WILL THE FINANCES BE ORGANISED?

Once selected, a Fellow will attend the next ISSBD conference, and (with the other DCFs) present his/her plans. Commencement of the Support Grant funding is conditional on satisfactory plans being presented at this ISSBD conference.

The Support Grant funds will be paid on a yearly basis, in advance, the second year funding being conditional on a satisfactory progress report.  Wherever possible the funds will be paid directly to the Fellow, in his/her preferred currency (with ISSBD covering any currency transaction costs). A record should be kept of all expenditure.  


This funding is for 2 years; but after the first year, a Fellow may apply to have costs covered for the next ISSBD conference, and for continuation of funding for a second two years.  Normally, a DCF will not be continued beyond four years.

WHAT OTHER SUPPORT WILL A DCF HAVE?

Each DCF will be assigned a Mentor, who will be a member of the DCF selection panel, or some other senior member of ISSBD.  S/he will act as first point of contact with the Society, and be available to advise the Fellow in the design and implementation of their program.

WHO IS ON THE SELECTION PANEL?

The panel is chaired by 
Peter K Smith (Goldsmiths, U of London, U.K.; p.smith@gold.ac.uk).  
Currently, the other panel members are: 
Catherine Cooper (USA; ccooper@ucsc.edu); 
Silvia Koller (Brazil; silvia.koller@gmail.com); 
Suman Verma (India; suman992003@yahoo.com);  
Anne Petersen (USA: annepete@umich.edu.com).
HOW DO I APPLY?

Information, and an application form, are available on the ISSBD website.  They can also be obtained from the chair (p.smith@gold.ac.uk) or other members of the selection panel, who can also be approached for further information or advice.

Applications should be sent to the Chair of the Selection Panel, preferably by email, or by post (Peter K Smith, Dept. of Psychology, Goldsmiths College, New Cross, London SE14 6NW, U.K.).

For this new round of DCFs, applications must be received by November 30th 2013. Decisions will be announced by January 2014. Presentations would then be made at the 23rd Biennial ISSBD meeting, in Shanghai, China, in July 2014.

